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' i., i CHILE!; OPPOSITION IN CHILE TO A PLEBISCITE ON > NE» 

s't- i tut i on is increasing*; indicating that the vote may be a 
focal! POINT for rising! DISCONTENT. ■■■ I • |i I 


.j| i TENS OF THOUSANDS: OF CHILEANS— MODERATES AND MARXISTS' 
STAGED A RALLY ON WEDNESDAY jTO PROTEST THE PROPOSED XONSTl' 
riJON. AND THE PROCEDURES FOP (THE PLEBISCITE (SCHEDULED FOR 12 
SEPTEMBER. IT RA5 THEj LARGEST ‘OPPQS X T I ONGATHER ING I IN THE 
MILITARY .REGIME'S SEVEN-YEAR HISTORY. I 


FOR A; TRANSITION GOVERNMENT-- (LEADING TO CIVILIAN RULE. THE j 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION 'CALLS FOR, CONTINUED DIRECT MILITARY RULE 

U^T II! 1 909. : ! !f • i !):{-• I; 
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\ :|. WHEN PRESIDENT PINOCHET; ANNOUNCED THE PLEB X SC I TE. : TWO WEEKS 
'AGO* HE PROBABLY EXPECTED THAT THE LONG-OORMANT OPPOSITION j j 
; WOuiiD: OE UNABLE TO ORGANIZE ITSELF IN TIME TO MARSHAL S!9NI>J« 

can;t support for a hnd*; vote.!; me had moped that the pleri- : 

SCME* !>V OUnLlCLY REAFFIRMING HIS rule* WOULD Give THE GOvV 
ER.NMENT GREATER LEGITIMACY BOTH AT. HOME AND ABROAO. THIS WAS 

;the||case in. i«?b* when Chileans rejec ted u n criticism of the; 

GOVERNMENT BY A THPEE»TO»ONE : MARGIN# HHI i j •! 

! j | i | . , i j-; • ; j ; - ;• • h" ' . 

; 1; 1 the opposition* Ihowever*; mas coalesced more rapidly than 

; Pinochet had- anticipated. ; politicians who were reluctant to) 

SIDE WITH FOREIGN CRITICS IN 1976 NOW ARE MORE WILLING TO CAM. 

;pax<sV; against a constitution: that would have! a negative effect 
■ On' domestic POLIT2CS FOR years . TO come, mmmmm :• j J 


li-:N|; PINOCHET PROBABLY iWJLL ATTEMPT TO PLAY ON. CHILEAN FEARS 
iTMAjT REJECTING THE CONSTITUTION WOULO LEAfi TO A RETURN TO THE 

j Chaos] .of the allendei years. • me- is unlikely ,to cancel! the rl. 

PLEBISCITE BECAUSE HIS [PERSONAL PRESTIGE IS COMM JTTED i TO IT.! 

I If jlTS| OPPONENTS APPEAR! TO< BE GAINING MOMENTUM* HOWEVER* THE 
government may CLAMP ! DOWN ON THEIR PUBLIC MEETINGS and access 
TO ItheI MEDIA. mm RVW I9.AU0, to DRV- MULTIPLE, 








